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Increases in adult homelessness in Washington Racial disparity in adult homelessness in Washington 

Why Focus on Access to Housing?

Figure 1 &2 : Housing Service Disparities Among Adults Experiencing 
Homelessness in Washington (8/2025)

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/rda/reports/research-11-276.pdf
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/rda/reports/research-11-276.pdf
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Homelessness Among All School-Age Youth

Data on Students Experiencing Homelessness. (2024). 
Frizzell, M & Came, D. Washington Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction 

“During the 2023–24 school year, the number of students 
statewide that experienced homelessness rose by 14% 
from the previous year to the highest level seen in the 
past decade.” (p. 6)

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-01/homeless_legislative_report_24-25.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-01/homeless_legislative_report_24-25.pdf


5

McKinney-Vento Act
• Children and youth sharing housing due to loss of housing, 

economic hardship, or a similar reason

• Children and youth living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or 
campgrounds due to lack of alternative accommodations

• Children and youth living in emergency or transitional shelters

• Children and youth abandoned in hospitals

• Children and youth whose primary nighttime residence is not 
ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation (e.g. park 
benches, etc.)

• Children and youth living in cars, parks, public spaces, 
abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations

• Migratory children and youth living in any of the above 
situations

Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD): 4 Categories of the Homeless

• Homeless

• Imminent Risk of Homelessness

• Homeless Under Other Federal Statutes

• Fleeing/Attempting to Flee Domestic Violence

Definitions of Homelessness for Federal Programs 
Serving Children, Youth, and Families 

https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento/
https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento/
https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento/
https://www.hudexchange.info/homelessness-assistance/coc-esg-virtual-binders/coc-esg-homeless-eligibility/four-categories/
https://www.hudexchange.info/homelessness-assistance/coc-esg-virtual-binders/coc-esg-homeless-eligibility/four-categories/
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DCYF Strategic and Racial Equity Plan: 
Addressing Youth Homelessness

COMM_0058 DCYF Strategic Priorities 2021-2026

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/COMM_0058%20DCYF_Strategic_Priorities_2021-2026.pdf
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/COMM_0058%20DCYF_Strategic_Priorities_2021-2026.pdf
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/COMM_0058%20DCYF_Strategic_Priorities_2021-2026.pdf
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Washington State: Youth Homelessness Prevention 
Continuum

Universal Prevention: Education for larger population of the state, youth, and families.
Primary Prevention: Supporting youth and families prior to system involvement to reduce risk of housing 
instability for youth.
Early Secondary Prevention: Early system (CPS or Juvenile or Criminal Justice) interaction that does not lead 
to out-of-home placement or incarceration
Later Secondary Prevention: Preventing deeper system involvement and housing instability.
Tertiary Prevention: Preventing housing instability for those exiting the system. Ensuring those who are 
experiencing homelessness move quickly into safe and stable housing and receive appropriate support.

Youth Homelessness Prevention Continuum. (2024). 
Department of Commerce- Prevention Workgroup. 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/homelessness-response/ohy/youth-homelessness-prevention/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/homelessness-response/ohy/youth-homelessness-prevention/
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Child Welfare: Inadequate Housing Noted as a 
Contributing Factor in Safety Assessment

9%

91%
Yes No

N=274

DCYF OIAA Internal analysis 9/2/2025

• Removals often have multiple reasons 
• Inadequate housing ≠  housing instability
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Juvenile Rehabilitation: A growing percent and number 
of youth are reporting living transient
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DCYF OIAA Internal analysis 9/2/2025

N=31 N=57 N=67
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Youth and Young Adults 12 months after Exiting DCYF 
Systems

Figure 1 &2 : (2024). Homelessness Among Youth Exiting Systems of Care in 
Washington State. DSHS Research and Data Analysis Division.
Figure 3  Unpublished analysis by DSHS-RDA (2025) Youth and Young Adults 
who Exited a JR Facility and Exited to
Homelessness from 2017-2023, Statewide

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/rda/reports/research-11-254.pdf
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/rda/reports/research-11-254.pdf
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Youth and Family Housing
Jess Mayrer - Program Manager
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CWHP: How it Works
Connecting families and youth to stable housing

Family Unification Program (FUP)
PHAs provide housing vouchers to families where lack of housing is a primary barrier to 
reunification.

Foster Youth to Independence (FYI)
PHAs provide housing vouchers to young adults (18-24) who are leaving foster care, 
homeless, or at-risk of homelessness. 

Child Welfare Housing Program (CWHP)
Regional service providers deliver housing navigation, financial assistance, case management, 
and logistical support.

Partnerships enable DCYF to collaborate with public 
housing authorities (PHAs) and service providers to 
provide rental assistance and housing supportive 
services to families and young adults.
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Supportive 
housing services
Cash assistance for: 
• Application fees 
• First and last month’s rent 
• Security  and utility deposits 
• Utility connection fees 
• Rent and utility arrears 
• Moving expenses 
• Other housing-related costs
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Rulemaking 

The Department of Children, 
Youth, and Families (DCYF) 

will, in the coming months, be 
making rules for its Child 
Welfare Housing Program 

(CWHP) 

The rules will be created in 
consultation with community 
partners (including you!) and 
sovereign tribal nations and 
will be placed in Washington 

Administrative code. 

This work comes in response 
to The Washington State 

Legislature’s 2025 passage of 
House Bill 1177
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Waitlist Funds

Original Date: Month XX, 20XX

Revised Date: Month XX, 20XX

Division

Approved for distribution by Name, Title

www.dcyf.wa.gov

$500,000 for the 
biennium to 

eliminate waitlists

Regional workgroups 
convened to identify 

waitlist spending 
targets 

http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
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Challenges 

•Geographic justice 
•Waitlists 
•Process 
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Next Steps: 
Full implementation

• Unify statewide processes
• Desk manual

• Formalized and statewide referral 
forms and referral process

• Continued internal training and work 
on external partnerships with housing 
authorities and contracted agencies

• Continued expansion of vouchers 
using MOU’s and Housing Supportive 
Services through contracts to 
underserved and unserved areas.
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Thank you!

• Jess.mayrer@dcyf.wa.gov
• Ava.kaauamo@dcyf.wa.gov
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Youth and Young Adult Housing Response Team 
(YYAHRT)

Shannon M. Quinn, MSW – YYAHRT Manager
YYAHRT@dcyf.wa.gov

mailto:YYAHRT@dcyf.wa.gov
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In 2018, SB 6560 passed 
directing OHY and DCYF to 
develop a plan for ensuring no 
young person would be 
discharged into homelessness 
from a system of care. 

SB 6560

Source: Department of Commerce. Improving Stability for Youth Exiting Systems of Care. (2020)  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6560&Initiative=false&Year=2017
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In 2022, HB 1905 passed creating what is now 
known as the Youth and Young Adult Housing 
Response Team (YYA-HRT), an interagency team 
that regularly meets to triage complex cases 
involving young people exiting system of care 
experiencing or at risk for homelessness. 

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/yyahrt

HB 1905, Sec. 2 

DCYF Publication # PPS_0002  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1905&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/yyahrt
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library?combine_1=PPS_0002&combine=&field_program_topic_2_value=All&field_languages_available_value=All
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Multi-Agency Partnership
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The YYAHRT accepts referrals for young people who are:
• Ages 12 through 24, and
• Exiting a system of care (RCW 43.330.720) and
• Experiencing or at risk for homelessness  

WHO DO WE SERVE?
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• Multisystem Coordination with Subject Matter Experts 
• Diversion and Referral 
• Resource Navigation
• Youth Centered Meetings 
• System Level Advocacy 
• Recommendations for System Changes 

WHAT DO WE PROVIDE?
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• Housing
• Financial Assistance
• Placement Coordination
• Emergency Services 

WHAT DO WE NOT PROVIDE?
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Gaps in the Housing Array for Minors

• Long-term housing options for homeless youth under age 16
• Housing options for small population of youth with a history of 

problematic sexual behavior
• Housing for pregnant and parenting teens and teen families

• Alexandria House Spokane WA is the only available option

https://voaspokane.org/locations/alexandrias-house/
https://voaspokane.org/locations/alexandrias-house/
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• Supporting youth with problematic sexualized behavior
• Clarify legal status of unaccompanied homeless youth

• Empower homeless youth ages 16-17

• Improve Washington's post-adoption support infrastructure

OPPORTUNITIES FOR IMPROVEMENT

YYAHRT Annual Reports: www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/housing-homelessness-prevention/yyahrt/reports
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REFERRAL VOLUME

July August September October November December January February March April May June
FY 23-24 0 5 10 10 1 4 5 9 8 5 8 9
FY 24-25 8 10 8 6 6 7 7 14 9 9 11 9
FY 25-26 16 5
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OFFICE HOURS

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/PPS_0091.pdf
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Thank you!
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Contact:
Sarah Veele, PhD MPH

Director- Office of Innovation, Alignment and Accountability
Sarah.Veele@dcyf.wa.gov

mailto:Sarah.Veele@dcyf.wa.gov
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